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indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .small and silky (Fig. 187). Some sea-urchins lose their strictly radial form
and become bilateral, having a pointed anterior end (Fig. 188). The Holothurians1 may be likened to soG-
skinned seaurchins, with the body drawn out to the form of a cucum ber, or even of a worm. The calcareous
skeleton is reduced to small plates embedded in the skin. The mouth is surrounded by a circle of tentacles. The
ambulacral feet are sometimes absent. The Holothurians live in sand and mud, oGen deeply buried, and feed
on small marine animals or the decaying particles mingled with the mud which they devour. They are of
considerable economic importance. The members of one genus (Holothuria) is taken in great numbers on the
coral reefs of the Pacific 1 oodovptov, a sort of water-polyp. Fig. 189.--Caudiua, tailed Holothurian. a, mouth; 6,
anus. AGer Selenka. Fig. 191.--Metacrinus interruptus. AGer P. H. Carpenter. Fig. 190.--Synapta inherens. a,
tentacles; b, longitudinal muscles; c, alimentary tract.--AGer Quatrefages. Ocean and the China Sea, where they
are commonly known as trepangs. They are cut open, washed, boiled, dried, and sometimes smoked. They are
sold in Chinese ports, and some species are considered by Chinese epicureans as great delicacies. Several
species of Holothurians occur on the Maine coast. A barrel-shaped form with a sort of tail (Caudina,1 Fig. 189)
occurs on the Massachusetts coast. A worm-like form, but with a beautifully transparent skin (Synapta,2 Fig.
190), is found in sandy beaches from Massachusetts to New Jersey....
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