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Excerpt: . of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Home
Secretary. Mr. Balfour. Mr. Haldane, and Mr. Runciman were
amongst those who spoke in support of the Bill, but the two
Ministers urged that it should not be allowed to pass to one of
the standing Committees. After thirty-nine speeches had been
delivered the division was taken. The Second Reading was then
found to have been carried by 299 votes to 190, giving a
favourable majority of 109, a majority larger than that cast
during the Parliament for any measure and even for the
Government s vaunted Budget and House of Lords Resolutions.
A division was next taken on a resolution to refer the Bill to a
Committee of the Whole House. The Anti-Suffragists, in the
hope of shelving the Bill, those who feared to anger the
government and those who genuinely believed that...
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