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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.I watched as the blond sat up straight in her seat as she proudly declared
that Max was unteachable and unreachable. She pronounced that he would never thrive. Max would never
learn to dress himself, feed himself, use the toilet or read and write. It was in his best interests if I surrendered
him that very day. She sat back and seemed very sure of herself. Her mood changed when Brian and his mom
started to intervene. The group began to argue amongst themselves while Brian advocated that Max remain
with me. His mother challenged the methods of test taking, as they were not age appropriate. I didn t say a
word. Instead, I let this all settle in. The group was quite large and had representatives from all diHerent aspects
of child welfare. They had cast a judgment about me. I was a single mom working as a cocktail waitress with no
social supports, and I was a survivor of domestic abuse. They questioned me directly. Do I take drugs? Did I do
drugs when I was pregnant? Am I high now? Am I an alcoholic? Did I drink during my pregnancy? How much
money do I make? Did I graduate high school? The questions went on and on, scrutinizing me as a parent and
somehow blaming me directly for my son s autism. The social workers were ready to take Max from me that
very day, but Brian stepped in and stopped them. I sat silently and watched the negotiations unfold. I let Brian
and his mom fight my battle for me and work out a deal that would prevent Max from being removed or my...
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